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The Teachers Troining College. in which Alepy 


products have been displayed for he 


Syrian-Lebonese Americens's Visit in 1950. 


he Great Mosque 


Aleppo, burns its places of worship and libraries 


down, then storm the citadel, but in vain. After 
having promised pence lo its inhabitants, and 
the sfe-keeping of the citadel in they surrende_ 
red, he did not keep his promises: He destroyed 
the citadel, and slaughtered most of its defenders, 


After all flhose disturbances and defents, 
Aleppo sees the Mahomelan armies defeat the 
üls, and king Ashraf rebuild tbe town and 
eitadel, But in 1491 the Moguls come back with 
their leader Tamerlane who destroys the town 
In 1418 the Mamluks conquer Aleppo, and 
rule it till their collapse during the reign of 
their last king, Kunsoee el-Ghoree. The Oth- 
manlis (the Turks) conquer Aleppo and the 
whole of Syria, Aleppo then becomes the most 
important town in the Near-Enst in the seve 
teenth century, In 1841, the Egyptian armies, un- 
der the leadership of Ibrahim Pasha conquer 
Aleppo. 

During the first World War, 1914—1918, 
the English-Arab armies free Aleppo from the 
Turkish rule, Then the French come and divide 
Syriu into small states, Aleppo one of them. In 
1936, F es a pact with Syria, nnd grants 
it Independance, But France did not keep hei 
promises. and dissolved the Syrian Parliament, 
Syria fighls again Hill 1945, when during the second 
World War, it recovers its full independance 


part of the town he lefl it and went away. Ma- 
ny Aleppo people had been killed or taken pri 
soners by the Greek king, so Seif Eddawiat 
brought by force some of the inhabitants of C 
sarrea, and made them live in Aleppo lo replace 
those people who had been killed or taken pri- 
soners, 

In 1098, the Crusaders began Lo attack 

is, Radwan, the ruler of Aleppo, with other 
yrinn_ princes, tried to retake Antioch whicli 
bad fallea in tbe hands of the Crusaders, but 
did not succeed, 

Then we see the Crusaders come and a- 
tock Aleppo. They did not succeed, but its inha- 
bitunts paid a war indemnity. The Crusaders 
enme back, and altacked the Lown many ti 


Aleppo's inhabitants facing that contirinons dan- 


ger, made sn appesl for help lo the king of 
Mossul, Prince Omad ed Dine Zanki, The latter 
came with his army, Tought The Crusad and 
drow bem away, and Aleppo then knew some 
penceful time under his rule, After his denth 
his son, Prince Noor ed-Dine, defeated 1he Cru- 
saders many times, freed Orfa, and made Re- 
uaud de Chatillon, prince of Antioch, a prisoner- 
Afler à time, Guslin, successor of Renaud was 
also made prisoner by Noor ed-Dine. 


After Noor Eddine's death we ste Saluh 
Eddine alAyonbi attack Aleppo several times, 
and at Inst conquer it. His son, Malek r 
Ghozi becomes ruler of the lown and its region. 
He had many building erected in he lown and 
the Citadel. He married his cousin, Deifa Kha- 
toon who was born in the Citadel. 


In 1240 we see the Moguls come and attack 
Syria, Holako, the Conqueror of Bagdad, atlacks 


In 65 B.C. the Romans 1ry lo extend their 
empire lo the Near-East, conquer Syria, and 
Aleppo lhen knows Roman rule and prosperiy. 
Julian, the Roman emperor, while sdvancing 
through the Near-East, going lo atlack the Per- 
sians, passes through Aleppo. Hewas angry lo 

e in it a Council of Aged Men, all christians, 
ruling the region. He tries to make Aleppo peo= 
ple go back to the worship of Idols, and do 
away with the Christian Religion, In 526 À. D, 
while the Persians were passing through Aleppo 
and Sy conquered Aleppo and did the 
same in 540, although the Patriarch of that 
town, called Mikas, vent wnd begged Xerxes lo 
spare his town, Afler a few years, n pact was 
signed between Xerses and he emperor Justi- 
nian by which all fhe Syrisn lnnds were no 
longer harassed by the Persinn atincks 

In 633 A. D. the whole of Syria was in the 
hands of the Mahomedan urmies. Aleppo with 
its citudel surrendered to them, Prosperity was 
then enjoyed by everybody under the Ayoubites, 
That prosperity did not Inst long, for in 756 À. D. 
ie Abbassides made of Syria a secondaiy co 
try, Some greedy Turks begun Lo lake advantage 
of this state of affairs, and became be masters 
of some important lowns till the Akhshidites 
becume the supreme masters, Seif Eddine el- 
Hamdani, prince of Mossul, drove them out of 
the country, and becume himself ils_ ruler, 
Under his role, the town kvew s period of cons- 
truetion, of science and prosperity. Although be 


was always Bghling the Greeks, he was # patron 
of the Arts, and alwnys had poets around lim. 
Nicephore the Greek king was able to 


ck Aleppo, and occupy it, but conld not cap- 
ture its citndel. Afler he had destroyed a large 


Mitancen. The Hittites try again lo conquer ît, 
and Aleppo with ils neighbours tries Lo drive 
back the Hittites’ armies, but Hanoseel lhe Se- 
cond, king of the Hittites, defeats Aleppo and its 
allies, snd oceupies the town. Afler a short time 
Aleppo rose mgainst the Hiltites, and regined 
s freedom. A certain lime after that we see Sa- 
bi Lolioma, the Hittite Conqueror attack Aleppo, 
and install one of bis sons, Tilibino, as king of 
the town. Anolher one of his sons becomes 
king of Aleppo till the Hittite empire collapses 
in 1200 B,C, Aleppo became afterwards he cn- 
pital of a little kingdom like the other Hitiite 
kingdoms, and still shows some of the Hittite 
characteristics. Those little kingdoms became 
allied and tried to conquer Babylon, but did not 
succeed and always remained on bad terms 
with that kingdo 


In 853 B.C. Salmanazar the Third 
quered Aleppo, and offered sacrifices Lo ils god ns 
thank: 
under the rule of {he Assy uotil Sardori 


giving for his victory. The town remained 
the Third, king of Eloratro, neur lake Van, con- 
it but kept it for a short lime when Tag- 
Isar retook it in 743 B, C 


Aleppo remained under the Assyrian rule 
uit the sudden disappearance of the latter king- 
dom which was definitely defeated by the Mas- 
deen onb Babylonians in 612 B, C. So Aleppo 
nder the Babylonian rule for a whole cen- 

y till he Persians stormed it, and occupied 
it, Because of all these defents Aleppo began lo 
appronch the small Arab kingdoras. In 332 B. C 
Alexander the Great conquered it and after his 
death Seleucus Nieutor restored its previous im- 


porlance and called it * Beroi 


The Chidren's Park 


Agadi (2507—2452 B. C:) Iried Lo conquer it und 
called it « Halababoa Warman » 

Then Aleppo knew a lime of prosperily un- 
der the reign of Hamurabi el-Babelli and Zamar- 
leem, king of Mari (now Tell Hariri), and that 
2.000 B. C. Zamerleem went oflen to Aleppo, of- 
fered suerifices Lo its god, and was on good terms 
whith its kings. Then we see Hamurabi el - Ba- 
belli in danger and he asks for help from the 
successor ofthe king of Aleppo. The latter sends 
him 15,000 soldiers to fight with his army, and 
help him against his enemies. A war bappe 
between Aleppo and its neighbouring kingdom 
Katana, The kings of Babel and of Mari inte: 

ene lo make those important trade routes quiet 
again, Aleppo’s king defeats the king uf Katana, 
orders him lo come Lo Aleppo in order lo sign 

pact of good neighbourship between 
The records c sention the dyaasty of 
three Aleppo kings: Yarilim, Hamurabi and Ya 
rim Add 

Then we see Aleppo trying to oppose the 

ndvancing great armies of ihe H but it is 
conquered by them in the year 1.820 B. C, and 
it remained under their rule till 1650 B, C, when 
it became a part of {he country of the Miln- 
neen, In 1473 B ahomas the Third, Pharaoh 


of Egypt conqu it but that was for a short 
time only, The c # part of the 
kingdom of {he Mitaneen 


The Hitlites came back lo Syrin, and their 
king Todaliga lbe Second conquered Aleppo: 
After a short lime Aleppo gets its freedom, and 
becomes again à part of he countree of he 


Aleppo Through the Ages 


by 
Subhi el-Sawaf 


Head of the Service of Anliquities — Aleppo 


Aleppo is one of the oldest cities in the 
World. Many have disappeared, but it is still n- 
live and prosperous, 


IU has been known as « Halep» since 3.000 
B.C.It would be difficult to say something about 
its origin, for little has renched us about the old 
cities of the World, An ancienf tradition says 
that when Abraham leflUr and came Lo Harran- 


the Cansan (Palestine), he si on one of its 
hills, and that every morninghe used to milk his 
fair cow, and give some of 1he milk Lo the neigh- 
bouring people who were astonished Lo see a coW 
s0 nice and fair. Aflerwards those people built 
town around that hill and enlled it + Halab el- 
Shaboa », €, i. he milked the fair cow. But i 


only tradition, for passed through 
Aleppo only 2000 B. C, It was known as «Aleppo» 
000 B, €. 


The first lime it was known historically 
was during the reign of Rimush (25152530 B C.) 
Rimush was the successor of Saragon el- Agadi 
who conquered Aleppo, and took its king Lugal 
Ushungal as prisoner, After a certain lime, Alep- 
po recovered its freedom, but L 


on a larg scale with many a foreign country. 
Is natural, agricultural and animal weallh 
was and still is a greal factor in that trade wilh 
foreign lands. Business people are — with the 
help ofthe Government — trying lo create a free 
eusiom zone near Aleppo, lo make of it a liaison 
point for ils trade with Iran, Turkey and Ameri- 
ea, Exports are such as: Wool, licorice roots, 
pistachio nuts, tobacco leaves (of Latskich) and 
olive oil, Imports from Amerien such as cars, 
agricultural, industrial and electrical machin 
canned goods, glucose, oils, fats, greases 
maceutieal products, dies, bicycles 
clothes, iron bars and plates, steel 
frigidaires, and drugs. Last year exports to 

America amounted to 3.759.000 Syrion pounds and 
imports from America smounted 10 119.068,000 
Syrian  pounds. These imports formed 28 */, 
of all imporis Lo Syria and Lebanon for the pre- 
ceding yeur, This defieit in the commercial bn- 
lance — considering the new economical policy 

will, in tbe future, be reclified and imports 
andexports will balance lhemselves owing lo the 


important and growing possibilities ofihe country 


In this brief statement 1 have tried lo give 
friends and sons of he Lebane: 
neland who emigrated to America, n 
pieture of Ihe economic life of Aleppo. L hope 
that this statement will be welcomed by you, We 
are glad Lo see You arrive amoung us safe, and 
wish you to go back safely also lo your new 
home which you have chosen in America, and 
we consider You {he heating beart of our coun- 
try wlerever you are. 


Aleppo. Syris, August 174h, 1950. 
Mohamad Said El-Zaim 


lying on the west side of Idlib, has sn area of 
3 to 4000 hectars and promises great weallh 
when drained, The Euphratus valley of 250.000 
hectars will also be a source of agricullural 
riches when all of is cultivated, for at present 
only 90.000 hectars are being farmed. Another 
project is the main eanallo be dug between 
Tell Maghas and Hassajeb, 40 kilometers long 
and which will water 9.000 new hectars of land. 
River Qouek basin which is usually flooded 
during the rainy months, and which has an aren 
of 18.000 hectars, will, when its courses are pro- 
perly regulated, be a source of a new wealih Lo 
that northern part of Syris: 
The Syrian Government owns lands 
umounting to 463.000 hectars in the north of 
he Jazireh, When s1l ihese 
e well watered and completely farmed, 
they also will add another source of wenlih Lo 
lie country. 
Latakieh Port 
That future port will be vital Lo Syria and 
especially to Aleppo. lis importance is a great 
factor in the economie life of Syria, and its re- 
lation with the World. So the Syrian Government 
has decided to start building il, and intends to 
let foreign capital — share 10 a certain degree — 
in its construction. Every Syrian must consid 


bis sharing in its constraction as a national duty, 


for Syria cannot enjoy its life fully witou 
port of its own, polilically and economically 
spesking. Syria bas a Mediterranean seconst line, 


Trade with Foreign Lends 


Aleppo is now trying lo get back its past 
commercial importance. Il used lo do business 
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hours, wages, weckly and yearly holidays, sick- 
ness, accidents and discharge compensations are 
controlled by law. 
Economical Independance 

The policy of economieal independance, 
and the parting with the associated interests with 
Lebanon are a sure guaranty for a bright future 
for Syria. Commerce and industry can prosper 
only when they are protected by reasonable 
prolective laws, and have not the complete free- 
dom of commereial exchange which Lebanon 
has niwas tried lo enjoy, and which bas created 
many an economical and even political difficully 
between 1he Lwo countries, Syria could no longer 
hope Lo live in following that free commercial 
policy with Lebanon, “Either die or live." Agri- 
eultural products are exported lo many coun- 
tries, and Lebanon buys very little from 
while iL sells us goods for a bundred times 
than what it buys, Unless a motual and dv 
ingeous pact is reached belween Ihe {wo coun- 
tries, it will be hard to prevent numerous com- 
mercial difficulties arising between these sister 
states Both would prosper if good will and 
understanding were arrived at 


Irrigation Projects 
North Syria hopes to sees ils irrigation pro- 
jects completed very soon, for ils estensive re- 
gions would tlien know an era of great prospe- 
vity, Ghab marsh, lying between Madeek fortress 
d Jisr-el Shoghoor, has an area of about 30,000 
hectars. Wien drained, it will produce greut 
agricultural and industrial wealth, Roj marsh, 


A new company has been recenily been 
formed to make cement, IL hopes Lo be able 10 
have an output of 200 tons a day within a year 
from Lo-day, and that quantity will supply the 
local demand which inceuses day by day. 

Oil-extracting plants are doing well now. Many 
oily plants and seeds are used in {his industry, 
especially cotton seeds, The largest plant is 
called “The Syrian Company for extracting ve- 
geluble oils.” IL was established in 1945, and its 
products are tasty, good, and used on a large 
seule, Mr, Yordan Obagi and Co, have also a 
modern extracting plant which expecls a bright 
future, Other small plants are scattered all over 
the country 


The Wool industry bas also started a new 
age in Aleppo. Spinning, weaving and knitting 


of local wool have made great progress, Messrs. 
Muzeed and Sheik Trab have 1.000 spindies and 
their factory is the first of its kind in Syrie. 
Mr, Mustafa Subbagh and Co. have started a vel- 
vet plant, also the first in Syria. 


Other industries which the country needs 
and which do not exit are paper-mills, chemical 
fertilizer producing plants, brick-kilns in the 
Juzireh for it lacks building stone, spare parts 
factories Lo Lurn out spare parts for molor-cars, 
traclors, engines, agricultural machines, ele, 


Protection of Workers 


The Syrian Working Class Code has gua- 
ranted all possible rights for the working class 
people, in lhe same way as western working 
people have their rights guaranteed. Working 


kilograms of goods, mostly colton Half of it is 
used in Syria, and the other half is exported Lo 
Iraq, Transjordanin, Palestine, ele, 


Aghabani stuff was a large and flourishing 
industry, but rayon silk took the place of natu- 
ral silk, and decrensed its output, Another cause 
of its becoming smaller is that clothing fashion 

and even Hejaz, 

uropean fashion, Hand 

looms are still working on that Aghabani (Ara- 

besque designed stuff), and modern machines 

are helping in creating beautiful designs on that 

special stuff, IL is now one third of ils ancient 

output, and Souedi Arabia used to import a 
large quantity of it, 


The Cloth Stamping Industry : There are 
ns doing stamping on the various cloths 
in Aleppo, and some of them 

pean stamped cloths, and others keep 1h 

ginal and ancient style. 


Carpets, rugs, plaster, metal polish, orien- 
tal pustry, macaroni, sweels, jams, csoned goods, 
ropes, copper ware, thread gumæing, printing, 
shoes, cigarettes, rice-shelling, travelling-bags, 
embroïdery, beautifal and fashionable pieces of 
furniture, floor tiles, chairs, beds, etc: , all tliese 
are produets of ‘Alepp 


Tanning has made great progress, and it 
is supplying the local market with most of its 
requirements. Mr, Wanes Dabbagh's tan 
does up-to-date tanned leathers which 
European lealhers 


Cigarette paper : The raw material for 
this industry is imported, Aleppo lurns out eve- 
ry month 14000000 cigarette-pape r packs, 
9.500.000 are used up locally, and the rest is 
exported to Iraq, Transjordanis, and other coun- 
triés, A large quantity is used by the Regie. This 
indus a syndiente or council called “The 
United e for the Industry of Cigarette 
paper. 


Gold and silver fine wire-making is another 
Aleppo industry, It is used for different purpo- 
ses, such as goid or silver siriped cloth, jewellery, 
fancy ware, ete, This is an old industry of Aleppo 
and it is another proof of the laste and craft- 
manship of its inhabitants. 


Ice-making : There are about 18 ice-mak- 
ing plants, They produce about 100 tons of ic 
ü day, besides private house frigidaires À large 
frigi has been built by Aleppo industry and 
Agricultural Co, in Neirab which will render a 
great service Lo many farmers and traders. 


Aleppo has also started another indust 
The making of mill-stones. These stones are us 
good ns European ones. Syria uses some, and 
exports Lo Iraq what exceeds its needs 

Other secondary small industries 1 
be found in Aleppo, such as mirror making 


whie ce rools industiy is one 
of the most important, about 5000 tons are 
exported to New Jersey by MeAndrews and Forbes 


Lid. Licorice is useful in medecine 


The knitting industry began 20 years ago 
300 machines are knilling yearly about 50 000 


The Mihrab of Mosque Fardoss 


Aleppo hopes 10 see its sosp making 1n- 
dustry advance and grow larger by using some 
other oils extracted from various oily plants 
grown in the country, Already a few oil-extrac- 
ing plants have begun to extract different kinds 
of oils 


Other Industries 
Other industries have an important share 
in the industrial life of Aleppo. Stockings and 
silk shiris have three factories 
Mr. Youssef Moshakkess factory 58 rmachines 
Messrs. Tamaz and Obary' « 36 
Messrs. Moh. and Kamel Suyem 
el Dahr' factory HW « 


These fnctories turn ont about 23.295 pairs 
at present, but they can produce a larger quan- 


tily when necessary. There ore other hand ma- 
€hines which turn out also a few thousand pairs. 


Corn-milis, 19 in number, grind every 
day 870 tons of corn of the best quality. These 
mills are all operated according to an up-to-date 
system, Aleppo consumes 100 lons, and exports 
the rest 

Cotton-shelling and bale-pressing are ulso 
very important in Aleppo and Idlib, There are 
about 700 fnctories. This number is increusing 
with the increase of cotton growing 

Alcohol and alcoholic drinks plants are 
producing every Year about 3.720 lons, A large 
quantity is used up in Aleppo, and the rest is 
exported. We hope that this industry will in- 
crense when Syrian Customs sre separated from 
Lebanon's. 


lower, and if Syrian importers of raw material 
could have more foreign exchange money at 1he 
official rate and not at bleck market one, you 
would see Syrian industries more prosperous 
advanced, and we would need little protective im- 
port tarif, Egypt, bas with 1he aid of American ex- 
perts, started a factory for artificial silk (rayon), 
and Syria, and especislly Aleppo hope that on 


day niso she will have a similar factory, We can 


the silk weaving industry is of the highest 
importance in {he economical life of Syrin, 
Sosp Makirig 

Soap making is an old industry in Aleppo. 
Sonp was exported Lo Europe even from the ls 
ginning of the sixteenth century, Although it bi 
not yet undertaken all the modern improve 
ments it should have done, it is still the favorite 
sonp in Irag, for it is pure, and made solely of 
pure olive oil, and no oïber fais or oils are 
mixed with it, There are about 15 s0p factories 
in Aleppo which turn out 5,000 tons of sonp, 
when the olive oil harvest is good, nnd only 
3,000 tons when it is little. Syria, of course, uses 
a lot of it, snd s good quantitÿ is exported 
to Irag. One kilogram costs, nowaduys, about 
200 pisstres. 

Soap making has recently started Lo 

ays and qualities, Messrs. Negib Buki 

and Sons and the Oil Company Lid of Aleppo 
have built factories kinds, to make various kinds 
of sosps, such »s toilet, commercial and shaving 
s0sps ? Aleppo makes a special perfumed soap 
called “Aleppo saboon motayab” which has a 
sweet smell, and is valned by all those who 
know and have used it 


uses a fair quantily of it. The most important 
silk factories in Aleppo are : 


Neme of the factory Number of looms 


The Syrian Company for silk Weaving 100 
Sami Sayem el Dabr si 
Mob, Saleh and Mob, Helal 64 
Abdulkerim and Joseph Khayat 46 
Abdulkuder Snyem el Dahr 
Michel Sayegh 
Wali Bros 
Moh. Suid nd Fuad el Z 
El Haj Omar Salem 
Showknt Aziz 
Kostski Shelhot 
Akel nn Helwani 
Dabbagh Sawass and Ido 
Abmed and Said Shahadeh 
Ahmed Herbly and Sons 
Hükim Bros 
Moh. AbdulRabman Owera 
Mob, and AbdulHamid Hamsho 
AbdulKader Tatarÿ 
EL Haj Omar Fakkas 
1 Hnj Ahmed Tatary 
AbdulJalit Shubarekh 
Abdullah and Saleh Helwany 
Mob, Attar Salem 
Mahmoud Ali Khdeir 
ele ele 


This industry would - bad the policy of 
restricted impors been more severe - have ma- 


de grenter progress and Ajeppo would nearly 
lurn out 70 ". of lhe silk wenving industry in 
ail Syris. If electric current and fuel costs were 


Silk hend weaving mills 

Aleppo was renowned for this industry in 
the period of the natural silk, Silk stuffs had 
fast colours, were well woven, and had beautiful 
designs and fine appearance, But ns soon as 
tificial silk (rayon) was created, al 
weaving nearly died out, and very little is wo- 
ven nowadays, There is a grent hope for the 
revival of {his industry as soon as the “Modern 
Dying Plants of Homs” are completed on the 
river el Assi, For moment there are in 
Aleppo about 5000 hand looms wbich are work- 
ing and supplying with rayon stuffs {le mar- 
kets of Iraq, Palestine, Transjordanin, Souedi 
Arabia, Aden, and other Arab countries, These 
stuffs are of a very good quality and some of 


them are superior lo mechanically woven stuffs. 


A hand loom turns out 10 meters daily. Hand 
loom _weaving together with the modern silk 
wenving and coton weaving supply work for 
about 30.000 weavers, including the sffliated 
branches, such ns lwisiing, gumming, dying 
ironing, stamping, ete, 
Mechanical Silk Weaving Mills 

industry began in Aleppo in 1922 
with two looms only, then it had 40 in 1931, and 
850 in 1938. Nowadays there are 2.300 looms 
Each one luros out 25 meters per eight hours 
work, Most of these looms work 16 hours per 
day ? The silk stuff so Lurned out finds » good 
market in Iraq. Transjordania, and he othe 
Arab countries. À good lot is sold lo Persi 
Gran) through Irak, and to Tarkey through the 
northern boarders. Of course, the local market 


Feissal Street 


The other mills are specialised in the 
spioning of staple fibro imported from lial 
France, England, and Switzerland, Some mills 
spin local coton, The production of each spin- 
die is estimated at 150 grs per eigh hours’ work 
If Aleppo mills could run 16 hours every day 
they would turn out 4400 tons a year, necessary 
for the hand and mechanical weaving industry 
in Aleppo and other cities. 


Cotton Hand Weaving Mills 

This industry is very old in Aleppo, und 

its products were exported even lo Europe, but 
nowadays they are exported lo Iraq, Transjoi 

dunia, and Souedi Arabia, besides what Sy- 

rin uses, Aleppo weavers are renowned for their 

8kill and faste in this branch of w which 

turns out various and beautiful cotton goods. 

Hand weaving looms in Aleppo are about 2500, 


and every hand loom Lurns out daily 15 meters 


of woven goods, which are as strong, ns beauti- 

À as well known as the mechanically wo- 
ven goods. Among them we can mention the 
damask, bed covers, oriental elolhing, dima, 1o- 
sels, and other goods, 

Cotton Mechanical weaving Industry 

This industry is nearly all controlled by 
the Syrian Company for Spinning and Weaving 
which bas for {hat purpose about 200 looms. 
The cotton goods so woven are #s good as lhe 
goods imported, This Company turns out various 
kinds of khams, maddapolam, sheets and striped 
goods, El-Shahbaa Co, turns out through its 80 
looms various cotton goods which have a great 
demand in the market 


ofthe country. Olive-oil exported is estimated 
#1 10.000 tons, and is sold to Italy, America, 
Portugal, England, France, ete, 


North Syria is surely rich in petrole ( ga- 
soline, kerosine, ete). Well- drilling is going on 
in every part of Lhe country, especially in North 
Syria, Success in finding oil will, in the future, 
erown our hard task of searching und drilling 
Phospherous deposits are plentiful in many re- 
gions, Djabool Salt Lake is supplying Syria with 
suffcient salt, and we expect, in the future, to 
extract caustic soda necessary for soap making, 
Around Bishry montain there is plenty of 23- 
phalt, Within {wo or tbree years, Euphratus 
water will reach Aleppo, and this important 
town will see its dream falfilled, and w 
then comfort, and beautiful gardens, 


Aleppo Industries 


Spinning Mills 


If we study Aleppo industries we find that 
they are quite various but the most important 
ones are cotton and fibro spinning. There are 
four important mills : 


Neme of the spinning-mill  Spindles Established 


1.=. The Sycian Company 
“ spinning and mesrine 

2 Shsbarekh and Hemmamy Co 

3 ElShabbas Co. (Harry 16.000 

4 Sami Sayem el-Dahr 5.000 


these adverse factors, Aleppo still occupies (he 
highest place us an exporter of Syrian producis, 


Of the Syrian wool exported to America 
nd used there for carpet weaving, 80 */, is sup- 

plied by Aleppo and Northern Syris. Although 
sheep have been ost destroyed by various 
unfortunate causes, and {hat there remain only 
three million and a half, Aleppo exported nearly 
all the wool which hus lefi Syris this yesr. The 
total weight was 3.500 tons at the selling price of 
70/95 cents per pound, Aleppo leads all the Syrian 
regions in {he export of cereuls. Lebanon alone 
is gelling about 130 tons of whest from Aleppo 
and the Jazireh, and if cireumstances are favo- 
rable, ubout 150 tons will go to Europe 

Hides, gts, licorice roots, which are ex- 
ported, are Aleppo region produce. Colon pro- 
mises well Lhis Year. Aleppo, Jazireh and Ham: 
expect to be able to export about 35,000 tons of 
seediess cotlon. In 1945/1946 Syria produced only 
5.000 tons, Cotton, in old times, was only grown 
in certain regions, sueh us Idlib, Harem and 
lzaz, but nowadays cotton growing has sprend 
Lo other waterless regions, and lo river-watered 
ones, Farmers have iried lo discover old Roman 
water canals hidden under tbe ground, Dams 
are being built on rivers, and all this {0 help 
in the growth of coton, Another 10 years, Syria 
will become the second most important exporter 
of cotton after Egypt 

Olive trees cover most of the western and 
southern parts of Aleppo regions. Old Roman 
vil-presses are a proof of he importance of he 
oil irade, one of Lhe sources 0f the prosperity 


independant, and was no longer a part of Tur- 
key, it began to look for new markels nnd 
improve its ways of doing business with other 
countries.  Notwithstanding the  lroublesome 
French occupation, Syria, and especially Aleppo 
awakened to an economical improvement, and 
began Lo use machinery, snd with science and 
art, crented a new world. North Syria, 1he most 
productive region in all the country, and the 
plains of the Jezireh which began to be illed 
and grown, knew and saw a most promising 
horizon, for those plains bad been left untilled 
for more than 500 years. Water-raising engines 
were set neur the Euphratus, at el-Kbaboor, the 
Balikh, the Assi, and wfier those immense plains 
had been walered and eulivated, sources of locni 
und new fortune ang up. Aleppo factories 
begun Lo use electrieity and gasoline, and fol- 
lowed new and scientifie processes. New indus- 
iries sprang up in every corner of Ihe countr 


If the French occupation had been more 
faithful to its duties regarding the industrial 
prosperity of the country, if he National and 
ladependant Governments had paid a little more 
altention Lo the industrial side of 1be country, 


if ihe Syrinn mentality had not sometimes been 


a little afraid of he occupying European and 
his colonial purposes, if the trouble 
mukers had not created new les in this 
eountry, preventing it from enjoying life, st 

lity, and its dearest wish, its Independance, if 
Nations had found a better and more huran 
solution to Palestine and its problems, you 
would find Syr 


nowadays, brighler, more pros 
perous, and more stable. Nolwithstanding all 


Aleppo was so well known that even 
Shakespeare mentioned it in his play “Macbeth”! 
Chevalier d'Arvieux who was a French consul 
in Aleppo, from 1679 lo 1685, wrote a whole 
book on this city, To give vou an idea of the 
importance of Aleppo and its commerce it is 
said that during the reign of Noorel-Deen Zanki, 
a certain Aleppo trader left at his death a for- 
tune of lwenty thousand dinars, 

Aleppo lost its famous commercial impor- 
tance after the opening of 1be Suez Canal, but 
later on recoered it with the trade it made 
with Armenia, Asia-Minor, Kurdastan and Persia, 
The spirit of commerce was the soul of {hat 
revival, and many of its inbabitants emigrated 
to those countries seeking work and gain. Ne 
every country on earth has some Aleppean doing 
business or working there, and an ancient proverb 
says “ Even lame Aleppeans reach India”. That 
was when n mnd electricity were not yet 
known. We may say nowadays, that an Aleppean 


can find in every country a brother from Lebu- 


non, Damaseus and Homs, Most Aleppo emigra 
are prosperous, and hold a certain high position 
in society, Everywhere you flud_ Aleppeans 
as clever traders and workers 


Aleppo bas, notwithstanding all its unfor- 
tuoate commercial sethacks, maintained, as much 
as possible, its commercial and industrial cha- 
racter. Before the first World War it was one 
of the most important commercial centers in 
the Turkish Empire, and the products of ils 
industries filled the markets of Asia-Minor and 
the Turkish Empire. When Syria became nearly 


West, and that the city of Lyons in France 
improved its precious silk industry with Aleppo 
looms. The name of * Arabic period“ was given 
in the 12h, 13h, and 141h centuries lo the 
improvement of the silk weaving industry in 
Europe. 

Ibn Jbeir said about Aleppo that its mar- 
kets were marvellous, each one having ils special 

ad industry. Yakoot el Hamwee in his 
well-known book said that God lavished His 
blessings upon Aleppo, and that He had also 
preferred it to all other lowns, Cotton, sesam! 
tobacco, vegetnbles and fruits grew there i 
plenty, without being watered by human hands 

The author of the book called “Jahamanha“ 
suid that Aleppo was very skilful in the making 
of curpets. Doctor Marbourg said ihat in his 
time (1808) Aleppo had 1.200 trades and many 
fine gold-thread, dying and tanning factories. 


Wood-carving and painting was flourishing 
Aleppo in the tenth century, Noor el Deen 
oki ordered a pulpit to be made in Aleppo 

for {be Mosque el-Akssa. Hamid ibn Zafer el- 
Halubi and Sleimon {ba Maali made that pulpit 
of wood, and inlaid it with ebony and ivory, 
and the date 561 Hegira was carved on il. 
Glass-muking was a specialty of Aleppo 
and Armanuz, and glass Ware was sold Lo 
Bagdad, and Bagdad princes were proud lo udorn 
their palaces with Aleppo beautiful glass ware 

Paper was made of wood, À quarter of lhe 

city still bears the name ofthe quarter in which 


people used Lo make paper, called “el-Waraka," 


Aleppo was the center of all the Eastern 
trades and industries. Darmon, the explorer 
said so wben he visited this town, in he six- 
teenth century. Venice had a consul in Aleppo 
during the reign of the Mamluks, One of the nu- 
merous khans (a large inn and business center) 
still bears the name of “ Khan al Banadka“, 

Carrier pigeons used lo cerry the mail 
between Aleppo, Bagdad, and  Alexandretta, 
English came lo Aleppo during the reign of 
James the First, À few French men had come 
before them. There were, in 1775, 80 business 
and agency firms in {his town 

Ibn Falmeb in his geography book which 
he wrote in 1335 repents and makes certain what 
scientists, history-wrilers and explorers bad said 
or written before him about Aleppo. He said 
also that the Aleppo region, «nd especially {hat 
of Idlib produced coton in large quantities 
which were exported to Ceuta and Audalusia 

De Rozel, a lourist who visiled Aleppo in 
1644 said that this town was very beautiful, 
and did the largest amount of business and had 


the cleverest and most powerful traders of ever 


nation on earth, and that lhere was a Fri 
consul 

Poujoulat, a French tourist who was in 
Aleppo in 1831 said that Aleppo wns the most 
important town after Stamboul in the whole of 
Asia-Minor, 


Sapdal, another lourist who visited Aleppo, 
said that he Medieval Wars (the Crusades } 
arried many an industry from the East lo he 


The Economic Life of Aleppo 


Aleppo, tbe centre ofa flourishing past, and 
de town of a bright future was, in past ages, 
during Roman rule, the land of agricultural 
bounty between the plains of the Euphratus and 
the valley of the river el-Assi (1he Orontes ), Its 
mountains and hills were then covered with 
dense forests, and its plains had a system of 
water canals fertilizing {bem as blood veins do 
to the human body. 


Aleppa was also tbe land of bounty during 
the rule of the Arabs and the Caliphs, lis cli- 
mate is extremely dry and healthy. Rokks, Ras- 
sofa and Membedj were the sammer resorts of 
the Caliphs, and places of rest for the Princes. 
An English explorer who visited Aleppo says 
that be found the remains of 42 cities i 

Aleppo, and hat these remains are a tangible 
proof of its importance and of its ancientness, 


Aleppo was the crossroad of trade between 
the East and the West, and before lhe discovery 
of the Gape of Good Hope, the opening of 
the Suez Canal no othe ern eity could have 
rivalled Aleppo io its various commercial bran- 
ches and the number of its business firme. It 
did business with India, the Middle-Esst, Arme- 
min and Persis, and exported heir produce and 
products 10 Europe, and imported various goods 
from Geneva, Venice and Holland 
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